STAFFORD FAMILY RESOURCE CENTER

Stafford Public Schools ~ 153 West Stafford Road ~ Stafford Springs, CT 06076
Phone (860) 684-6927 ~ Fax (860) 684-0328

Recently the Family Resource Center budget was projected to be reduced by 50% at the State
Department of Education level and the potential for further cuts or possible total elimination of

this grant may be considered.

We are asking that if your family was at any time or is currently enrolled in any FRC programs:
Learn & Play Groups, School Age Child Care, Parents as Teachers Program, any of our Parenting
Education Workshops, Family Fun Nights, or have received services or referrals from the Family
Resource Center,that you please write a statement/story about what Stafford Family Resource
Center means to you and your family.
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STAFFORD FAMILY RESOURCE CENTER

Stafford Public Schools ~ 153 West Stafford Road ~ Stafford Springs, CT 06076
Phone (860) 684-6927 ~ Fax (860) 684-0328

Recently the Family Resource Center budget was projected to be reduced by 50% at the State
Department of Education level and the potential for further cuts or possible total elimination of
this grant may be considered.

We are asking that if your family was at any time or is currently enrolled in any FRC programs:
Learn & Play Groups, School Age Child Care, Parents as Teachers Program, any of our Parenting
Education Workshops, Family Fun Nights, or have received services or referrals from the Family
Resource Center, that you please write a statement/story about what Stafford Family Resource
Center means to you and your family.
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this grant may be considered.
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January 27, 2017
To Whom It May Concern,

I've been a Stafford resident my entire 36 years. It's a wonderful small town full of charm and
camaraderie. It of course has its down sides as well. We typically face a budget cut each year if we don’t
want to face a tax increase. It is an unfortunate fact in many towns across our nation that budgetary
cuts tend to come in the form of educational sacrifices. Funding for special educational programs can be
a struggle as a side effect of such sacrifices.

| don’t think it’s much of a surprise for most of our residents with children that this is a reality. Stafford,
however, has had an exception for many years. We have had the privilege of an amazing and beneficial
Family Resource Program. As a single mom | was often short at the end of each week for extra money to
cover anything special that would help to further help in the socialization and educational experiences
of my young son. | was fortunate enough to be introduced to the FRC playgroup program by my daycare
provider. It was such a blessing! My son could spend time in the morning during the week surrounded
by other parents and children who were also enriching their lives with stories and interactive play. The
teachers were always incredibly supportive and kind. Their generosity didn’t just stop at playgroup
either. They were always there to offer helpful advice, information and guidance. It wasn’t just a play
time. It held true to its name as a family resource!

It has recently come to my attention that this wonderful program is at risk of losing funding. | was so
saddened and disappointed by this. It was a wonderful outlet for me as a mom to speak with and
receive guidance from the teachers. It also provided a great opportunity for my son to begin the very
important process of learning to socialize with the other children in his community. No doubt many of
them would be spending time together in the classroom in later years. This was a time for them to learn
about and from each other while also learning about compromise, personal space, sharing and kindness.

| have no doubt that the issue of cutting such a program comes down to the above mentioned funding
issue. However, as in other times when cuts need to be considered, | would urge you to weigh the real
cost of ending such a wonderful and beneficial program in a town where parents and children can
benefit so thoroughly from what it has to offer. There is not a day that | don’t look back fondly on the
time spent and the people we interacted with in the FRC playgroup. Take a moment to realize and truly
consider the repercussions of cutting such a resource. And, when doing so, realize that the bottom
monetary line does not always represent a true reflection of a programs worth.

Warmest Regards,

Melanie Silliker

Concerned Parent and Resident.
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February 3, 2017

Family Resource Center has been a blessing for our family. We are a two parent working household with
no external family resources. We were amazed that FRC existed and we feel so blessed to have this
opportunity to send our daughter to child care without transporting her to some other location. | have
sought local childcare since we moved to the area in 2013. Due to the lack of quality childcare and work
schedules it was extremely difficult for both of us to work. In fact, a majority of the last two years my
husband was not able to find and keep work due to this scheduling conflict. Now, with FRC we are both
able to enjoy careers while knowing we have high quality, safe, and cost-effective childcare for our
daughter.

Our daughter loves going to FRC. In fact, we know she is going to miss it during summer unless we keep
her busy in some other programs (of which we are focusing on now). We are extremely grateful for this
program.

Sincerely,

Kariesa Jenyo /-"'

/
igning on behalf of Daniel Jenyo
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February 12, 2017
RE: FRC PROGRAM
To Whom It May Concern:

It has been almost two years since my son Shane has been a part of the FRC family and he
continues to ask to visit. He still misses the caring feachers and the fun activities that were
awaiting him each day!

I remember signing my older son up when he was in first grade and Shane was just a tiny 3 year old.
Both of the boys were nervous and I had no idea what to expect. It was probably one of the best
decisions I could have made for my boys. They left a daycare center that was wild and unsettled
and entered an environment of education and calm where they were encouraged to use their
imaginations each day.

For four years we were part of the FRC program and it provided exactly what I needed to feel good
about being a working mom. I was especially excited that they provided a summer program. Each
day, during both the schoo! year and the summer, the boys came home excited by another
adventure they'd had. They were surrounded by their friends and a caring and knowledgeable staff.

Mrs Wert, Miss B and all the others went out of their way to make sure the kids were surrounded
by the arts, had plenty of time for imaginative play and the calm of a movie when they were ready
for a break. They got to play outside and run around and enjoy being kids. I can't tell you how
important this is to families that have to work and depend on others to help watch our kids when we
can't be there.

FRC is especially important to the families out there that can't afford a traditional daycare
program. We were lucky to find a program that we could afford. It isn't only affordable, it really is
the best choice. Between the fun theme weeks and all of the other great things they have to offer,
plus a staff that truly cares about the children it was such a great experience for us.

The town of Stafford Springs and their families definitely benefit from this program. It was there
for my family at a time when I wasn't sure how else I would have afforded daycare. It was an extra
benefit to have the summer program. It provides consistency to the kids and affordability to
families that have few other choices.

Coming from a daycare where it felt chaotic, it was always nice at the end of the day to pick up the
boys in a calm, fun environment. That speaks volumes to what the teacher are able to accomplish.

I can't thank Mrs Wert and the entire staff enough for 4 wonderful years. If I can provide more
information on our experience, please don't hesitate to contact me at 860.716.1123.

Sincerely-
Nancy Gilluly



